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Chriftian Hiftory , 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, &c. 


BABA AAO POOP DLO OVO LPN LY 
Saturday DECEMBER 22. 1744. § N°%'Q5. 
DAP BAP DAA PAPA D GI LP LPL 


An Account of the late Revival of Religion at Taunton, 
continued, 


M: Wheelock left thePeople generally if not univerfally 


imprefs’d with a ferious and awful Senfe of invifible 

Realities ; converfing about the great Truths ot our 
moft holy Religion, and the important Concerns of their im- 
mortal Souls ; fearching into their State towards Gop ; 
fearing, complaining, and inquiring what they feud ao ; 
longing after the Word and Ordinances. In a Word, their 
Tho’ts feem’d almoft wholly taken up about the great Things 
of another World, endeavouring in all appointed Means to 
fecure the one Thing needful.--- I found a few who had re- 
ceived Comfort ; and many others appeared to have fuch deep 
Convidtions of their finful condemnedState by Naturc,and fuch 
awful Apprebenfions of the Anger of Gop due to them toi 
Sin, that they feem’d like Perfons who had received a Sen- 
tence of Death, and had a Gloominefs over-fpreading all their 
worldly Enjoyments which they had fo inordinately placed 
theirAffeétions upon and eagerly purfued after. ‘They feem’d 
ftruck with Amazement at theirDanger ; & theAwfulnefs of 
a ChriftlefsState,and their paftBlindnefs andStupidity therein, 
and were feeking after Jesus, after Pardon, Accep- 
tance, &ec. 

ThisMorning I with theRev.Mr./Vales went to AZiddleba- 
rough firft Precinét, to a ftated Lecture, where there was a 
Sermondelivered,and Power attended it. -- The Sermon was 
plain, fearching, awful, &c. It’s chief Tendency was to 
difcover theDanger of a ChriftlefsState---to open and explaia 
the Gofpel-Way of Salvation by Jesvs Curist---to thew 

Vy them 
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them that now was the Day of CuRist’s Patience wit 
them---to give fome Characters of thofe who had opened to, 
or believed in CuR1s T-- and to invite and befeech all to opes 
to, or believe in Curis that they might be faved, &. 

There was a plentiful Shower of divine Grace which fe! 
upon the Affemb!y.--- Numbers had theirSins fet inOrder be. 
fore their Eyes, having the Sins of their Lives, and the Plagy. 
of their Hearts difcovered to them, fearing, trembling, com. 
plaining and enquiring, What they fhould do to be faved. They 
feemed, from their natural legal Spirit, ready to catch hol: 
of any Thing that they might be delivered from the Wrar 
which is to come, and to be oppofite to fubmitting to ty 
Righteoufnefs of Gon as all naturalMen are-- Numbers, yx: 
even fome young Perfons had fuch Difcoveries of their Si 
and Mifery by Nature, as could be given them by none [ie 
the Hoty Guost, whofe Office it is to convince of Sin. 
Indeed almoft the whole Aflembly appear’d to be impress! 
with a ferious Concern for the Salvation of their Souls : bu 
fome had clearer & deeperConvidtions than others, &c.O how 
feclingly did they {peak & complain of theirSins, efpecially :- 
Sin of their Nature ; fuch asPride,&c. Oh how earneft & (i). 
licitous were they in their Inquiries after Jesus Curtis 
and an Intereft in him, &c. How did they fear left they 
fhould fall fhort of Curist ; left their Conviétions thous 
wear off, &¢.---We tarried, after the Exercife was over, 
fome Time with them in the Meeting-Houfe that we mich 
converfe and pray with them, counfel, exhort them, &c. we 
left them that Evening and returned home. 

The fpiritual Concern ftill remained upon the Minds ¢ 
this People and increafed if any Thing. 

There were prefently feveral Societies of young Per fons form- 
ed in Town for Prayer, reading Gon’s Word and good Bests, 
finging Gon’s Praifes : and fume or all of them agreed 1 
meet twice a Veek ftatedly, befides other occafional Meetings 
Lectures public and private. There were alfo in a litt: 
Time one or two Family Meetings fet up in Town for religiow 
Exercites. 

I found little if any open Oppofition as yet among thePec- 
ple: Pho’ afterwards the relicious Concern am ong fome ¢ 
thePeople wearing off or at leaft abating, they began to ftum 
ble at and oppofe more freely and openly thete Appearance 
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Oa Friday being defired by the Negroes, | preach’d to them 
with many others that attended at my Lodgings,!r in Rom.8.1. 
There is ma Condemnation to them that are inCurisiy Jesus, 
In my Sermon l endeavour'’d to open and confirm tie State 
of Condemnation in which all Mankind naturally lve; to 
open the Way provided for the Salvation of Sinners by (so D, 
and exhibited to them in the Gofpel, viz. thro’ the Righte- 
eu/ne/s ot CuHRistT imputed to them and received by Faith 
alone ; to thew them the Safety and Happinels of thofe that 
were in CHRIST by Faith, and the Sin and Mfery of thofe 
who were Unbelievers and in a State of Condemnation &c : 
to give fome Alarés and Characters of Beliewers, and to urge 
upon Sinners to give themfelves noReft until they had fecured 
an Intereft in the Rightesu/ne/s ot Cunist by a Faith of 
Gon’s Operation. 

We had a crowde! Affembly, and much of the gracious 
Prefence of Gon. The whole Allembiv feem’d to be un- 

der the Influences of the Hoty Spirtr. They appear’d to 
come and hear the Word in fome Meafure convinced of the 
sreat Neceffity they were under of fecuring an Intereft in 
Curist. They appear'’d not to be carelefs Hearers, but to 
hunger after the Word : look: g and waiting criticdllv as d 
earneftly for a Word fuited to their particularCafes, and wait- 
ing for the Power of the Hory Ghost to accompany and 
make it effectual for their Salvation 

Some were under Confolation, joying ard rejoicing, and 
appear’d tobe filled with Love to a precious Curis1, and 

to all Men, efpecially thofe who tt ey heped were of the 
Houfhold of Faith, for Curist’s Sake. Orhers appear’d to 
be in deep Diffre/s for Sin,and for fear of the Wrath to come, 
enquiring What they fhould do ? 

The next Sabbath I preach'’d to them from Prov. 12 

The Rightesus ts more excellent than his Naghbeur rom 
which | endeavoured to fhew who this righteous Man was, 
wz. One who was made juft or righteous thro’ the Righte- 


4 


oufnefs ef Curist imputed to him and received by Faith 
aone,and who was moreover inherently richteous and holy ; 
who was amew Creature, being fandétitied in ali the Faculties 
©! his Soul by the fupernatura!l Inf s of the Hoty 
Gu Tt. LTendeavour'd briefy to ww, how the Sinner 
was ught to CHrist and su/tifted a unfi: ted s andallo 


wherein the righteous Man was more cacellent than his 
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Neighbour, and improved the whole. But Oh what anAwe 
appeared on the Minds of the Affembly ! With what Weigh, 
and Power did the Word appear to be attended ! There were 
two or three cried out in the Forenoon, one of which re. 
ceived Comfort. 

Now Sabbaths were prized and ferioufly regarded. More 
or lefs of the Power of Gop accompanied the public and 
private Affembles of his People. ‘There was often much of 
the divinePrefence with them in their private Meetings, when 
they hadPreaching, and alfo when they had not, I could and 
did preach frequently with thePeople. They appear’d to be 
fwift to hear, efpecially young People---They feem’d to hear 
as for their Lives. They were wakeful, ferious, reverent 
and attentive in God’s Aoufe ; and gladly embrac’d Oppor- 
tunities of hearing his Word. Oh it is fweet preaching 
when People are defirous of Hearing! fweet feeding the 
Flock of Curist, when they have fo good an Appetite | 
Yea {weet feeing it fed, if one is not permitted to feed it.--- 
dn thofe Days furely the Word of the Lorp was precious; 
Many lt: new born Babes d firing the fincere Milk of the Word 
that they mizht grow thereby. Their merry Meetings were 
turned into praying and finging Affemblies : Their vain foolith 
and frothy Converfation into reli ig and experimental Dif- 
courfe. When People occafionally vifited one another, or 
providentia'ly met together, tes r Converfation turned on 
religious Topicks. When I vifited them, or they me, they 
wou’d be converfing about Religion, and afking ferious and 
important Queftions about their Souls ; about dodrinal and 
experimental Religion. What a wonderful Reformation was 
there in this Town! It is impoffible fully to defcribe it. 
Moreover, [labour under fome peculiar Difadvantages, fo 
that I can’t give fo full and particular an Account of Things 
of a religious Nature, efpecially in the Time of the rreatelt 
Out-pouring of the Hoty Spirit, as otherwife I might 
have done: Being but a Stranger among and unacquainted 
with them, and not committing particular Accounts of 
Things to Writing in the Time of them ; and labouring un- 
der many Perploxities, particularly awful fpiritual Darkne6, 
Defertion and Temptation for the moft of that Fadl and Wir 
ter; my Memory alfo being impaired thereby. Indeed it 
was a Wonder of the Power and Grace of Go pb, that I waa 
carried thro’ the Service | was called unto. 
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Sometime in November on the Sabbath, I preached to a 
full Aflembly.--There appear’d to be an awfulConcern con- 
tinuing upon theMinds of the People in general ; tho’ I fear’d 
not fogreat as had been ; and was fearing leftGop was about 
todepart from us : But when the Afternoon Exercife was over, 
fome were in great Anguifh of Soul, groaning, fobbing, &c.-- 
Being obliged to fet out on a Journey the nextDay, I appoin- 
ted to preach another Sermon at the Meeting Houfe in the 
Evening. Accordingly at the Time appointed I returned to 
the Meeting Houfe, and found that many were in greatDif- 
trefs. I preached to a confiderably large Affembly, from 
Rom. 8.1. Many among the Affembly were deeply affec- 
ted, groaning and fobbing ; tho’ not foas to difturb the Peo- 
ple in or hinder them from hearing, as I remember. 

After the Fxercife was concluded, the Dittrefs among the 
People appeared greater: Many groaning or crying out, 
complaining of their Sins and Danger, of their Blindnefs, 
Hard-Heartednefs, &¢. There appear’d a great Weeping 
and Mourning among the People for the Sins and theMiferies 
to which they were expofed. Indeed the whole A/fembly, old 
and young, feem’d to be concern’d in a greater or leis Degree 5 
tho’ indeed fome were rejoicing in CHRIsT in Hopes of their 
Intereft in him, and alfo to fee cthers in DiftrefS for their 
miferable and finful State by Nature : not meerly to fee their 
Diftrefs, but becaufe of the Reafons of it, and becaufe they 
hoped it would iffue well. 

I pray’d feveral ‘Times with thePeople,and exhorted them, 
we fung, &c. I converfed particularly with many young and 
eld as they were broughttome. We tarried in theMceting- 
Houfe ’till nine of the Clock for what I know, and then re- 
tired. It was indeed a wonderful Evening of the Out-pour- 
ing of the SPIRIT, as a SPIRIT of Grace and Supplication 
upon his People. 

In the Time of my Abfence there was a ftated monthly 
Lecture among this People, preached by the Rev. Mr. Tabcy 
of Berkley. 1 heard that Gop was gracioufly prefent with 
his People. 

Upon my Return the next Week or the Week after, as I 
remember (having fupply’d the Pulpit in my Abfence) I 
foundPeople were /umbling at thefe Things, more openly ca- 
willing, &c. 1 found more Di/puting, &c. which was a Dif- 
feryice to the Work of Gop as it grieved the HoLySririr, 
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and kept People more from converfing with their ownHearty. 
The ferious Concern about their Souls was much abated, if j¢ 
was not wholly loft in fome. Yet many or the moft were fil] 
underConvictions, excepting fome who had foundPeace in be. 
lieving, who continued ferious and diligent in their Attend- 
ance upon theDuties of their Station. Yeaand perhaps fome 
who appear’d uneafy at thefe Things might ftill be under fome 
{piiitual Concern of Mind. 

I accepted of their Call to thePa/foral Office, & continued 
preaching and converfing among them until the /atter End of 
‘January.--ButDifficulties arifing and increafing about mySet- 
tlement, and more appearing openly againft me ; being fent 
for by a Relation of mine, I went to /p/wich to take his Ad- 
vice.---Upon my coming to/p/wichand converfing with him, 
He faid he would go toTaunton & preach for me aFortnight or 
threeWeeks, & fee how Things were circumitanced there, and 
I fhould tarry and fupply a Winter Parifh which he had the 
Charge of. Accordingly I confented.---But I was detained 
much longer from Taunton than I expected by Reafon of the 
JDifficulties of the Seafon : fo that it was towards the Jatter 
End of March when I returned to Taunton.----Here I would 
juft obferve, that in this TimeI had Opportunity to fee 
much of the glorious Work of Gop’s Grace which he was 
carrying on at Jpfwich and other Places at the Eaftward.--And 
furely there was a remarkable and plentiful Out-pouring of 
the Hoty Spirit there.--- 

Upon my Return to Taunton ; I found the religious Con 
cern upon People not to be fo great in general as it was when 
I left them, as 1 could learn: Tho’ thePeople in general ap- 
peared ftill to be ferious & thoughtful,to be feeking to fecure 
the one Thing needful :---The preached Gofpel was fully 
attended efpecially on Lord’s-Day,and attended with general 
Serioufnefs, Concern and a feeming Appetite. 

Things of a religious Nature remain’d much the fame ’till 
May 1gth, 1742. upon which Day I was folemnly ordained 
to thePaftoralOffice over them. --Since that,there have indeed 
been feveral Times of Refrefhing,and fome Revival of Gon’s 
Work. There have fince been fome cryings out underCon- 
viétions and Confolations in public and private Meetngs. 
Some have had frefh Conviétions ; others their old ones 
renewed. 

Several 
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Several Sacramental Occafions have been fpecial. Seafons of 
Refrefhment to the People of God : efpecially the fir/? Sacra- 
ment Ladminiftred, I believe was a fweet and Soul reviving 
Feaft to many Souls ; many I believe were bro’t into 
Curist’s Banqueting-Houfe, his Banner over them was 
Love.---- 

Alfo at a Catechifing of the Children (after I had catechifed 
them) I difcourfed to them from Prov. 8. 17 and in as fami- 
liar a Manner as I was capable, taught them theLove — 
to thofe who love him, and urged the Neceffity andAdvantag 
of early Piety. ---Some of them were affected while I was 
difcourfing, and in Prayer their Diftrefs increafed. After 
which feveral cried out in great Dittrefs of -Mind,---They 
complaine! of Fears of Hell, want of Love toGop ; and 
that tho? CHRrist was willing they were unwilling, Gc. I 
fpake fearce anv terrible Words to them, chufing rather a 
foft and gentle Method of treating them. ! fpake little of 
Hell and Damnation ; but chiefly of the Love of Gon, his 
readinefs to receive /ittle Children, the Advantages of loving 
him, &c. Their Concern appeared not to proceed from an 
Affrightment but from a /cripturalConviétion of Sim; of thofe 
Sins which fal] not under the Notice of a Confcience unen- 
lightned by the Spirit of Gop, tho’ it is to be feared that 
their Conviétions have not iflued favingly. And as to fome 
perhaps the unkind Negleéts, if notDitcouragements of their 
Parents, have had an awfull[nfluence into their lofing of their 
Conviétions.---- 

Neverthelefs in the general People have been growing more 
cold, dull and lifelefs in Religion.---There have been but few 
hopeful Converfions fince myOrdination, the moft who were 
brought home, having been brought home in the Fall and 
Winter. So that generally fpeaking, there has been an aw- 
ful Withdraw of the divine Influence both from Saints and 
Sinners. An Occafion of which might be the Difputes 
about my Ordination, and alfo for and ; 2gaintt thefe Things ; 
as alfu falfe Reports and Prejudices thereby raifed in the 
Minds of People : whereby the Hoty SPIRIT was grieved, 
and the {piritual Concern of many abated.---Some of our 
private Mee ‘tings have come to nothing, tho’ others are ftill 
attended, ---Many who have been under the divine Influences 
ave fallen away, and fome I! fear are more res ided and har- 
dened than ever, cavilling and mocking, U¢.---Some fill 
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remain under Convictions.----Some it is to be feared who 
have reformed and returned, have not returned to the mo 
High, but to fome Refuge of Lies.----Others in a Judgment 
of Charity, have experienced a faving and thorough Work... 
Some few who were Profeflors, I truft, have been pluck’d 
off from their falfe Foundations, and have been favingly cop. 
verted to Gop.---An Hundred and two have joined in full 
Commurion with this Church, tho’ none lately.----A few 
others of this People in the Time of the Vacancy (who have 
been wrought upon in this Day of Gon’s greatGrace) join’d 
in ful] Communion with other Churches. ---- Three or four 
have renew’d baptifmal Covenant. ---- Three or four more 
have been baptiz’d.----So that upon the whole it is eviden: 
to the Glory of the GOD of all Grace, that there has beena x. 
markable Shower of divine Grace among this People ; the Hoty 
Spirit has been poured out in his common and /pecial Infu- 
ences upon them ; the moft or all of them have firft or laf 
been under ferious Concern of Soul and Searchings of Heart. 
----Some much reformed, others really converted, &&c. tho’ 
manv are return’d to their former Courfe of Wickednefs, as 
the Dog to his Vomit, and the Sow that was wafhed to her 
wallowing in the Mire. 

Thus I have given you fome general and imperfectAccount 
of what the Lorn has wrought among this People in the late 
Day of his greatGrace. But before [conclude myAccount, | 
beg Leave to fpeak more particularly to fome Things, wiz. 


{To be continued.) 
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In a few Days will be Publifoed, 
Oime Account of the Experience of the Work of 
GOD, and the Revealing of Jesus CuRist in tht 
Ficart of John Edwards in London. Written by Him- 
feif dnd publifhed that Men may know how gracious 
the Lorn 7s. 
Sold by Kneeland ana Green in Queenftreet, 
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